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1 RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1 That Council notes the demonstrable positive local economic benefits of the 
Council staging the Gravity Fields Festival in 2016.

2 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

2.1 To update Council regarding the headline conclusions derived from the 
independent evaluation of the economic impacts of SKDC hosting the festival 
in September 2016.

3 DETAILS OF REPORT

3.1 As Members will be aware, since 2012, in order to raise and support the 
strategic economic profile of the district, the Council has supported the 
delivery of biannual themed festivals in Grantham and Stamford.

 
3.2 Whilst all the festivals have been singularly successful cultural and leisure 

events in themselves, as we have become more commercial in our approach, 
they have also become far more significant in terms of the related local 
economic impacts. The headlines are that Gravity Fields 2016 
attracted/generated:

 724K of overall local economic impact (compared to the £518k 
generated in 2014 - which amounts to a 35% increase).

 There were 68,000 overall participants (as opposed to 65,000 in 2014 
which equates to an increase of 4.6%) with there being an estimated 
18,000 people in town for the Saturday evening finale.

 35% of the attendees were in-bound (that is non-local) visitors 
(compared to 28% in 2014).

 In accord with SKDC’s enhanced commercial approach, ticket sales for 
the Festivals paid events increased by 140% (compared to 2014), and; 

 The estimated value of the direct media coverage (both national and 
local) increased to a value of £240K (compared to the £100K estimate 
for 2014).

3.3 For Members information Gravity Fields 2016 was successfully delivered 
within the approved budget of £140k, with it also attracting £89k of associated 
Arts Council grant funding and £10K of other grant support, as well as over 
£10K of local business sponsorship.

3.4 The attached Executive Summary from the retained assessors, S4W, 
evaluation report sets out these economic impacts in more detail.

4 CONCLUSIONS
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4.1 The independent evaluation makes it clear, that by any estimate, the staging 
of Gravity Fields 2016 was a success; clearly it was in terms of its cultural and 
leisure impacts, but also with regard to the significant local economic benefits 
that were generated for South Kesteven.

5 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

5.1 We could have chosen not to host the festival, but that course of action would 
not have enhanced the economic vibrancy of South Kesteven.

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The festival was successfully delivered within budget.

7 ISSUES ARISING FROM IMPACT ANALYSIS

7.1 The festival made a significant contribution to both the economic profile and 
cultural wellbeing of the whole district.

8 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

8.1 None.

9 COMMENTS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

9.1 None.

10 COMMENTS OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

10.1 None.


